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ADVERT! SEMENT. 
To. firſt Edition of this little Work, e 55 
ing its unpopular title, has met with as favourable a te- . 5 


ception from an indulgent Public, as the Author could 
poſſibly have wiſhed; and has been very mercifully 
treated, even in thoſe reſpectable courts of criticiſm, - 
| where the cauſe has been determined in fayour of his op= 5ð 
ponents. It has contributed, he has reaſon to hope, io 
remove ſome very ill-founded prejudices, and unfavour- 
able impreſſions, reſpecting the Weſt-India Planters, 
and to reſtore them to that place in the good opinion of 


their fellow-ſubjefts of this kingdom, to which they have if 
an indubitable claim. The Author has s endeavoured to . 1 
render this Edition more worthy of the attention of the "1 j 
candid and humane Reader; and to convince him, that | | 
the ApologM of Negro Slavery is not the advocate of EL, 4 5 


tyranny, or of oppreſſion and chat the friend of the 
e Planters is likewiſe the friend of his country, 
and of humanity. _ 
. 22 1 ee 1 ... 
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N O endeavour to diſpel the dbu af 
error, and of prejudice, that have generally . 
obſcured the minds of the people of this 
country, with reſpect to the treatment of 
- the negroes in the ſugar- colonies to ſoften 
the too tender feelings of the generous and 
humane, who lament the imaginary ſuffer- 
ings of this part of our fellow-creatures— =_ 
and to give that teſtimony in the cauſe ß 
truth, and in behalf of the Britiſh Weſt-In- 1 
dia Planters, that a very long reſidence 
among them enables me to give —ſuch are 
the motives that have induced me to engage 
in a controverſy, where the odds, reſpecting 5 
abilities and popular opinion, are ſo fear. ; 


fully againſt me. N 75 
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IN attempting to combat the ſpecious ar- 
| guments of thoſe writers, who are advocates 


not only for an abolition of the ſlave: trade, 
but for the enfranchiſement of all the ne- 
groes employed in the culture and manu- 


facture of our moſt valuable articles of com- 
merce, it will be neceſſary to ſhew, that the 
accounts they have given, of the means 
taken to procure the ſlaves on the coaſt of 


Africa, of the uſage they receive on board 


the ſhips in this trade, an principally of 


their treatment by the a are ill | 
| Tounges, party and unjuſt. 


2 
Th a to gain proſelytes to a Fade 


fy 4 ſuch ſeeming liberal tendency, it ſcarcely 


needed the aid of. fallacious aſſertion, or 
groſs miſrepreſentation. . Men happily born 


under a chmate favourable to liberty, and 
in a country where its very name is adored, 
naturally deteſt and condemn every ſpecies 


of ſlavery. They do not conſider, that un- 


der leſs happy climates, and among thoſe 
| vaſt and populous nations, where the ſacred 


plant of liberty has never flouriſhed, it can- 
not be held, comparatively, i in the ſmalleſt 
degree ? 


% 
7 \ 
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degree of eſtimation. We cannot regret, | 
at leaſt we cannot painfully feel the want of 
that which we never enjoyed, and therefore = 
ſlavery may only be accounted a great evil, 
when it is a > deprivation of Fiberny. 


© POOR has exiſted. 1 in all ages, and dt 5 
g this moment exiſts in three quarters of the 
| habitable globe; permitted, perhaps, like 
other unequal and contraſted. ranks in ſocie- 

ty for the beſt, though to us inſcrutable pur- 

| poſes, by the omnipotent Creator and Dif 5 
Poſer of all 3 ES NN 


[ NEE animated v writer in favour of 1 
ty, the juſtly admired Monteſquieu, allows, 
that“ although ſlavery may be accounted 
unnatural, ſince all men are born equal, yet 
2n ſome countries it is founded on natural 
| cauſes. Pont, 


Mais comme tous les hommes naiſſent egaux, il faut 
dire que Veſclavage eſt contre la nature, quoique dans cer- 
_ ' zains-þays. il ſoit fonde ſur une raiſon naturelle ; et il faut 
bien diſtinguer ces pays d'avec ceux ou les raiſons natu- 

relles memes les rejettant, comme les pays d Europe ou ii 

a ete f heureuſement aboli. L Esrarr DES LOIS. 


GL We Tas 
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E E ſame elegant writer has oat 
to prove, that all the different kinds of ſave- 

ry depend on the nature of. the climate; and 
according to him, * the depravity, or. the 

| | cowardice of the people of hot climates, has, 

| | almoſt always rendered them ſlaves ; while 

if! the virtue, or the courage of the people of 


4 cold climates, on e them to maintain „ 
a IE. their IRON. 

= Thick writers aged negro-ſlavery, or, as 
hey ſtile themſelves, defenders of the natu- 

} ral rights of mankind! who aſſert, that all 8 
men being born equal, all ſhould enjoy an 


equal degree of freedom in every climate; 
might as well contend, that every tion 1 
; 7 ſhould be governed by 1 the ſame laws; adopt 


the ſame habits, cuſtoms, and manners; and, ; 


in a word, that not only the contitutic of 
every country or kingdom, but the very con- 
ſtitution of the whole univerſe, ſhould be al- 
tered, and new-modelled « at t their diſcretion. | 


i 


1 * U ne faut donc pas etre ettonne, que la lachete "Nh Py 
peuples des climats chauds les ait preſque toujours rendus 


eſclaves, et que le courage des peuples des climats froids 
tes ait maintenus libres. L Esrxir DEs LOIS. 
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| out the ſmalleſt foundation. Theſe are vices, with wh 
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; To come now more dy to the 8 


African ſlave- trade, as it will hardly be de- 
nied that i i cannot fail to be gainful to this 


country, as a market for great quantities of 


almoſt every kind of its manufactures; as it 


is intimately connected with the ſu gar- trade, 
(which the author “ of the Enguiry into the. 


effefts of putting a ſtop to the African Slave. 
Trade freely confeſſes, is of the utmoſt 


importance to the ſtate”) ; and as this va- 


luable commerce cannot poſſibly be carried 
on vithout regular ſupplies of ſlaves + —it 


muſt certainly be conſiſtent with the Oe” + 


; rs of ſound RT: 


= 18”. r 8 (in a late 00 of wy 
having charged him with drunkenneſs and cruelty, wi 


I ſhould not preſume to charge the reverend writer, whoſe _ 
| perſon and character, I muſt epeat, 


+ It may be aſked of. thoſe writers, who aſſert, that 
white free-men could perform the labour of the negro-ſlaves 


in our ſugar iſlands—allowing it to be true, where are ſuch 


numbers to be found as would be required to be ſent over 
every year ? Is the mother-country to be depopulated, and 


Oh OP 


her 


„„ 


W Wien 


are unto me altoge- 3 
ther unknown. The candid reader will do me the juſ- 
tice to acknowledge, there is no ſuch charge in this 


| 

l | 

1 % A APOLOGY FOR 

1 I wis that it eould be as well beladen 

= 2 with the principles of juſtice and humanity; 

| 1 but even this may be done in ſome degree = 
4 | | nuger, that before the Port uguelF* 

© -.who firſt traded to Africa, came into the 


— 


rere 
* * 2 WY * 2 
: - 
- « 
. 


cc untry, the? people were immerſed in the 
groſſeſt ignorance, idolatry, and barbariſm. _ 
They worſhipped ſnakes, goats, tigers, and 
other wild beaſts, imagining that the hom- 
age they paid 3 would hinder them from 
doing them any harm +, Many writers, who 
had travelled into the interior parts of that 
ee extenſive country, have aſſured us, that be- 
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1 | fore the \lave trade, the priſoners taken in 
i 3 WPoar, and even the ſlaves, and wives and chil- 
1 J chiefs or great men, were ſacri- 
Z the wankrous _ of their wor- 
. on wo es 
II appears t 9980 that this 99 ade, ad as 
it is very often called, is not altogether in- 


compatible. either with jultice or humanity, . 


1 ro colonies to veces indeed the grave of Europeans, as 
they have ſometimes been emphatically ſled, | 

* Preſent State of the 9 
13 Idem. 


oh ſince 


4 
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5 fince. the ſlaves purchaſed by the factors . | 
are ſaved 10 85 the ON HINGES and horrid 
deaths. | ; e BON. | 


To ew that hi flave-trade has put an 


. end to human ſacrifices, 1 ſhall quote Boſ- 
man, who reſided in Guinea many years. In 
deſcribing the funerals of the chief men on 
the Gold coaſt, he ſays, * ſeveral ſlaves of the 
4 deceaſed are killed and facrificed on his 
* account, in order to ſerve him in the 
other world; as are alſo and eſpecially 
« the Boſſiums, or thoſe which he in his life 
had dedicated to his falſe god, being one 
of his wives, and one of his principal 
« ſervants. But, what is moſt' abomina- 
ble is, that ſeveral poor wretched men, 
” who, through age Or inability a are become 


The flaves are lier priſoners taken in war, or per= _ 
ſons condemned for crimes, or ſtolen. Stealing is very 
common here; and ſince the ſlave- trade has been uſed, all 
puniſhments are changed into ſlavery. The Engliſh never 
buy any perſon that they ſuſpect has been ſtolen, without 
ſending for tlie chief men of tlie PR, and confuking WA 
them about the matter. 55 | 
„  - STATE OF TuzWorL. 
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. incapable of bar, are Ids on . 4 
to be made victims in theſe aceurſed of- 
ferings. 'Tis a moſt deplorable ſpeRacle, : 
to ſee theſe miſerable creatures killed in 
the moſt barbarous manner in the world; 
« what with hackin g. piercing, tormenting, 
Kc. they endure a thouſand deaths. — 

*Twas not without the utmoſt horror that 
I ſaw eleven perſons killed in this man- 


46 


ner; amongſt which there was one Who, 
after having en ured a great deal of ex- 
quiſite torture. was delivered to a child 
of ſix years of age, who was to cut off 
his head, which it was about an hour in 


doing, not being ſtong enough to wield. 


the ſabre, Theſe human ſacrifices are in 
uſe amongſt thoſe negroes who are not 


6 * full fubjeft to our government, and live 


5 85 
5 $6 


«6 


very diſtant from our forts. But, where 
we have any authority we don't ſuffer it, 
thou gh they will privately remove to 
other places, in order to perpetrate this 
villainy. So far this author, who pub-, 


liſhed a deſcription of Guinea, about 1 
ears ago. 


edle 2 7 Her . 1 Tu | 


| 


agen, are., 


den r 5 . 13 | 


Tux accounts of many other later travel- 
s- ſerve to prove, that, ſince the ſlaves 
the people of Africa are leſs barbas | 
round uncivilized than before; and whats 
ever motives may have influenced the firſt 
adventurers in it, it may be ſaid to be eſta:- 
bliſhed' in humanity. The writers on the 
other ſide have been at great pains to ſelect : 
ſome inſtances of unworthy faftors, wh vi 
contrary to the eſtabliſhed method of the 
trade, have actet the part of pirates, rather 
' than'that of merchants, in order to brand 
the trade itſelf with the appellations of hor- 
rid and unjuſt, Which it by no means de- 
rves, when conducted under the proper 2 
regulations that are intended to be obſerved. 
Smollet tells us, that © at Cape Coaſt there 
e convenient apartments for the ſlaves, 
| 4 W 
great humanity.” And the f ame writer, 
e 1 dave already mentioned, ſays, the 
- Engliſh neither buy thoſe ſlaves that are 
ſtolen, nor teal any themſelves, as the ad- . 
vocates for the abolition of the flave-irade | 
have aſſerted. NANO? © 


” 


10 in this particular are treated with . ' | 


lng? — „ „ ery 


WIE So 
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1 taken to diſcover, and t "promulgate, par- 
al and highly exaggerated deſcriptions c of 


| heart, that judgeth fo vilely of n 


ke , | * f ö ; Fg 1 6; £1 
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Tux fart. uncommon pains heave! been 


the avarice, eruelty, and barbarity of the 

maſters of the ſhips employed in this trade. 
The author of the Enquiry, &c. after hav- 
ing painted this elaſs of men in the very | 
blackeſt colours, and exhibi ec 
yp worlt light, is however condi ret 5 
to confeſs, that he has, however, oddly " 


* may ſound, known men of feeling in this 


cr fi that were far above ſuch vile notions 
« of parſimony.” And why, Reverend Sir, 
doth this found, oddly? One would almoſt 
be tempted to ſuſpett the purity. of * "Þ 
general. But notwithſtanding this writers 
fſertions, I can freely aver, from ſuperior 


knowledge of circumſtances, that the greater Sh 


part of the maſters of ſhips, 1 in this trade, 


are men of liberal minds, and very often of _ 


liberal education. It is a reflection on the 
judgment and diſcretion of the gentleme! 

in this country, who are concerned in this 
; 0; to ſuppoſe i it olherviſe; 006 the fact 


1 


* ; 


3 


* tee . 15 


is, chat the ſurge ben, n 
only for their ſkill in the Oy: of their p! 
feſſion, but alſo for the » 
character as members of ſociety, frequently 
ſucceed to the place of maſters of the ſhips. 
But, ſuppe 
rather | monſters, as the Reverend. Author 
has deſcribed them, will not their own in. 


tereſt, which is very materially concernec 


as well as that of their employers; be a ſuf- 


ficient inducement with them to treat the 


| ſlaves, wit h common humanity, at leaſt; io 
wit " 1 menten care and allen? 

A woke be the higheſt preſumption” N 1 
me, to give any decided opinion, 'reſpefting 


the legality of the ſlave- trade. I ſhall there 


fore only obſerve, that it has the authority 
of acts of Parliament paſſed in this country, 


as well as colonial laws, which recogniſe, if 


they do not confirm it, and the ſanction of 


ancient and almoſt univerſal cuſtom. In- 


deed, the difficulty which attended the de- 


termination of the queſtion; Whether a ſlave 


Hoo 1 on . into this d 


Jas be san = | 


f'their 
ing them to be ſach men, or 
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from the We Indies? ſeems to imply: tho les 5 
gality of this trade, at leaſt in that part of 
the Britiſh dominions, Very reſpectable 
names in the law might be adduced, Wa 
have given opinions in favour of a maſters 
claim to his ſlave, even in England. But 
| judicial deciſions have wiſely, perhaps, de- 
termined the point otherwiſe, and, agree: 
able to that great . civilian renn 5 


5 | confined ſlavery aux climats chauds. 


I cou now to that part of the ſubject, 
upon which the advocates for the abolition 
of Welſt-India ſlavery, have dwelt with ap- 
parent peculiar. Pcs ee i and ſtudied 
prolixity, the treatment of the negroes in 
the Britiſh ſugar-colonies, which they have 
deſeribed as being rigorous and inhuman in 
the extreme, As ſome of thoſe, who Have 
joined i in the cry of inhumanity againſt the 5 
planters, have never been in that part of 
the glahe, it may reaſpnably be preſumed, 
that with the beſt hearts, and the moſt be- 
yevolent intentions, they have become the 
_ wh ah 1gnorance, or of cet Such good 


e 


{ 


* 
Die 


[NE ITY eu wy. 


RR and particularly ile; good bp 


alled Quakers, who have publiſhed: What 
they imagined to be The Caſe v of their fellow - 
| creatures, have either been miſled by the 
| groſs — of ſome writers, 


| the manners and cuſtoms of the intabirents | 
—or of others, who, from long reſidence, 
and better opportunities, might be ſuppoſed 
to have a thorough knowledge c of them, but, 
from motives of the moſt illibe 5 
dious kind, have choſen to diſguiſe the truth; 
and by holding up to public view a ponrait . 
no way reſembling the original, have er 1 
voured to increaſe the popular pre ue F 
and to influence and inflame the minds of 
the people in this country, againſt a very re- 
Det: le; and much RR Loy wt the r 


menen, 


An the head of thoſe e who Fr | 
themſelves up for reformers, | and have the 


. Publiſhed i in 1783, bel John Ady. 1 
4 | pre ſumption i 


Tal and invi- 
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of An Eſſay an the Treament and Cor en | 
ener putting. a Stop to > the African 
an 
Slows. in the Britiſh» Sugur- Colonies has 
che moſt conſpicuous, and, Gon . 
this degren of credit; his character was ſup- 
poſed to merit, the moſt! formidable + enemy 


of the nee 915 ! 


Tais vild and e ſpeculatiſt is, 
not only for abandomng the culture of the 


valuable productions of the enen ; 
iſlands, and transferring it to Africa; but 


he. is, alſo, for emancipating all de kirk 


vagabonds, and ſelling and enflaving allt 


the white: ones, as appears by the f lowing 


very curious and extraordinary quotation, 


taken from the eſſay I have mentioned: 
Vagabond beggars are a nuiſance which call 
loudly for redreſs, and which every well 
regulated ſociety will exert itfelf to get 
65 rd of, Let every n be conſidered 
| | 7 W 


—— — 


en SEAVERY. 


ughout the kingdom. Let cheir ſer. 
„% ie. ee be —— yu bach 


#1 1 ; 5 5 ie . 
« 3 e how «Ws ſit] 


8 « ſponſh 
L lic f | 

them to N on the: 5 
4 labourers, let them de 1 
vill excite them to de honeſt a faith + 
Slavery, except for a 
life, ſhould not be for life, Mit It ay 
not perpetuate- //avery to their children. 
$i Every vagabond child ſhould be-bron 

up to ſome uſeful calling, and be Free at 
* thirty years of age. They all, when re- 
« ſtored to Freedom, ſhould be allowed a 
«. ſettlement.” ' This liberal plan of the 
Reverend Author: needs no comment. 


Lovers of — 2 free · born MRO] 1 i e 


for yourſelves} FE 
| : TING . ' 
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TI E  ſenſib le author of — tb - 
upon the Eſay above mentioned, has _ 
fully anſwered its ill-founded aſſertions, de 
telted its palpable contradictions and nu - 
merous inconſiſtencies, and refuted its ſpe+ 
cious and fallacious arguments; and much 
of what I intended to produce, as evidence 5 
in favour of the planters, and of their pro- 
per and humane conduct, in the treatment 
of their ſlaves, has been anticipated by the 
remarks of this impartial and well- informed 
writer, who, as well as the Reverend Au- 
thor, is to me an entire ſtranger. I ſhall 
therefore have little occaſion to trouble the 
reader with many obſervations of my own; 
and, where I ſhall take, the liberty of repeat- 
ing ſome of the facts already taken notice 
of in the Curſory Remarks, it Will only be 
for the purpoſe, of adding that further 
weight of teſtimony, to which a more inti- 
mate knowledge of the ſubject hath, perhaps, 
ſome claim. I do aſſure the reader, that 
they ſhall be ſuch facts, only, as have fallen 
within my own knowledge; and if the name 
of a \ vary private and almoſt unknown in- 


dvidual, 


21 1 
ki , could 1 ig amp of greater + 
. credibility on the relation, it ſhould not be 
wanting: it is with- held, at preſent, merely 
from a diffidence of my own abilities to do 
| juſtice | to the cauſe I have undertaken, and 
| from a conſciouſneſs of the very little me- 
ri 1 can claim as a writer. 8 cy 5 
x ok a BOY to the hard an Sao. 
picture, which has been drawn of the ſtate 
of the negroes in the Weſt⸗ Indies, I ſhall | 
here exhibit a true and more pleaſing 1 re! 
preſentation, taken from the life; „ 


bete SLAVERY. 


= CS 


1 
1 


'To begin then Vicht the period: of the 5 : 
nea negroe's arrival in one of the iſlands, — = 
As ſoonas the ſhip that brings them W 

anchor, the maſter or ſurgeon goes on ſhore | 
to procure freſh proviſions, fruit, and vege- 
tables of all kinds, which are immediately 

ſent on. board for the ſlaves. Parties of 
them are ſent on ſhore at different times, 

and conducted a little way into the eountry, 

| Where they frequently meet with many 

natives of their own country, who ſpeak 


DD 5 the | 


\ 


I 


—ꝛ˙—ͤ am. — 


” means of an interpreter, with great firmneſs, 
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the rains angling, and ſometimes wh near p 


and dear relations, who all appear very 
cheerful and happy- "Theſe agreeable and 


unexpected meetings are truly affecting, and 


excite the moſt tender and pleaſing ſenſa- 


tions in the breaſts of the by-ltanders. | It 


is not uncommon for theſe newly arrived. 


guelts, to mingle in the dance, or to Join 
In the ſong, with their country people. IF 
any of them appear dull or deſponding, the 


old negroes endeavour to enliven them, by 


the moſt ſoothing and endearing expreflions, 
telling them, in their own tongue, not to be 
afraid of the white men; that the white men 
Z are very good that they will get plenty of 


% yam, (their general name for victuals) 


Ad that their work will be of the eaſieſt 
Kind, By theſe means, they are perfectly 5 
reconciled to the white men, and to a 
change of country, and of ſituation, which 


many of them declare, to be far ſuperior to 
that which they had quitted. When the 
day of ſale arrives, they not only meet the 
planter 8 looks, and anſwer his enquiries, by 


but. 
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15 but ey try, by offering their Hour l limbs to. 1 5 
his inſpection, jumping to ſhew. their ałti· 
vity, and other allurements, to induce thoſe, ; 


whoſe appearance pleaſes them, to buy 


them, and to engage, if POPs, © a woke: | 


rence in their favour. EX 


10 s place, it is certainly proper io ary 


: ſerve, that a mode of ſelling negroes 1s ſome- 


times pradtiſed, which ought to be aboliſhed 
by a law of the iſlands where it prevails, as 


being repugnant to decency, and in ſome 
meaſure to humanity. The cuſtom I mean 


to reprobate, is the ſelling a cargo of ſlaves + 


by what is called a ſeramble. This is ſhuts 
ting them up in, the merchant's houſe, or the 
area adjoining, and at the beat of a drum, 
or ſome other ſignal, all thoſe who intend, 
to become purchaſers, ruſh on ſuddenly ; ; 
or, to uſe a military phraſe, daſh upon the 


aſtoniſhed and frightened Negroes, and en - 
deavour to, get hold of, or to encircle 1 in a | 
cord, as many of. them as they can. Al- 


though the negroes are generally prepared 
for this, by being pre- informed of what 1 is 
D „%% 5.0 
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to happen, yet ſome of the women and 1 


children have been known to expire, from 
the exceſs of terror, which is incited by a. 
ſcene of ſuch confuſion and uproar. Nor 


: 5s it uncommon for the purchaſers them- 
ſelves to go by the ears, and quarrel about 


the objects of their choice. In juſtice to the 
Guinea merchants, let me add, this ſhock- 


: ing cuſtom i is not frequently praftifed; and, 


for their own ſake, for the ſake of their fel ls 
low. creatures, over whom an all- wiſe Pro- 

vidence has permitted them to have ſuch ; 
power, and for the ſake of ai let, 
it be utterly Wee 


As 8808 as the new negroes are e brought 


home to the plantation, if a planter has pur- 


chaſed them chey are properly clothed— 
A ſyMcient quantity of wholeſome food i is 
prepared, and nes: to them three times a 
day. They are c rplortaþly lodged in ſome; 


room of the manager's own houſe, or in 
ſome other convenient place, where they 


bean be immediately under his eye for a few 


; * * 
3 \ 
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KK x During this time they. are Wes put 
to any kind of labour, whatever, but are re- 
gularly conducted to bathe in the river, or | 
in the ſea, if it is nigh, twice a day. In tbe 
evenings they ſing and dance, after tbe 
manner of their on nation, together with. 
dhe old negroes who happen to be from the 
| ſame country, one or two of whom are com- 
monly inſtrumental performers, 1 in theſe v ry 70 
noiſy, but very joyous aſſemblies. In a very 
ſhort time, they are taken into the houſes 
of the principal and beſt diſpoſed negroes, 
ho adopt one or two of cheſe new ſubjects 
into each family, to aſſiſt them in all me 
litle domeſtic offices of cookery, carrying 
Vater, wood, &c. This is almoſt che tu 5 
work they are employed in for the firſt Wo 
or three months, at the expiration of which, 
they are put to the eaſieſt kind of labour for 
| ſome months more. Their food is regularly |. 
7 dreſſed and ſerved te them, as at firſt, for. LY 
J 5 twelve months, and [6 onger if they deſire it. 
But, after this term, they generally prefer 
the ſame vid that 3 is dna to the old 
_ ſettled. 


54 . 


Wc 
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beutel negroes *. By this time, perhußs / 1 
many of them are married, (in ther way) 
and have houſes, gardens, hogs, and poul- 

try of their own.—When the Guinea ne- 

groes are purchaſed young, and are treated 

in this manner, they become, in two or 
three ye in n every” reſpekt, as valuable 
ſubjects to heir owners, as thoſe creoles, 
ho were born, and have lived from their 
_ a fe the plantations, - | 15 e e 
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Tas lat of (lating the Credlan ne- 
groes, has been fo well; and fo juſtly deſcri- 
bed; by the writer of the“ Curſory Re- 
marks,“ already mentioned, that I ſhall 
rranſeribe his account of Kt for the fatisfac- 
E091 3115 I 
Fo On NY Sik ge a ike quiantity of 


| good rich land cannot be ſpared to the negroes, the weekly | 
| allowance to each, is, either a good heavy buneh of plan- 


tans, or the fas weight of 2 or other r roots ; ; and, 


I 


pounds: ” ly or three. Sod of my, or the face. 
We. of falt cod-fiſh, which is commanty left to b 


a pint pe: Pods or double Hat quantity of Indian com, = 
Qour, Jpls beans, peaſe, &c. | Fe 
5 don 


"7 


| 6 
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tion and information of ſuch of my readers, 
as may not have peruſed this very intelli. 
gent and entertaining work.“ The young 
8 negroes are no ſooner taken from the 
40 breaſts of their, mothers, than they. re- 
6 « ceve an equal allowance for them; which, 
« on 1 Tak . is e dreſſed for 


46 
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64 f in the da) dime. being ſuffered by their 
0 parents to range about in the ſun, without 
the leaſt incumbrance, by which means 
4 their limbs become ſupple, muſcular, | 
and active. As ſoon as they are old 
11 enough, they are put into a little gang 
+" themſelves, and employed, under 
„the direction of ſome ſteady, careful 
60 old woman, in gathering graſs, or other 
+ food, for ſheep, horſes, &c. From this, 
N light work, as they advance in age and 
ſtrength, they are draughted into what is 
| i called 6 ſmall $08 5 ; and from hence. 


11 a ſize, act are - e aa with a any 


— ̃ 
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@ ag they arrive at 3 are taken int 
6 the great, or ſtrongeſt gang. Wen a 


ut negro lad attains the age of eighteen or 
„ twenty, he begins to think of quitting, 


« his father's fatnily, and building a houſe 


à for himſelf, and, at the ſame time, of | 


10 connecting himſelf with ſome particular 


& young woman as a wife. It muſt be con- 


« fefled, that he does not always abide 


« -iriftly by che firſt choice he-makes on - 


. ſuch occaſion ; , 


* 
; 6 
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yet; attachments of long 
« Randing are 14 — 9 more frequent than 
cou bd expected under ſuch a latitude 
of toleration, and are, 3 oftener 
the reſult of real inclination, among the 
uncivilized negroes, thah in thoſe highly 
poliſhed ſocieties; where the bonds of 
union are indiſſoluble.-—When. he has 
erected his houſe, and taken unto him- 
ſelf a help-mate, he begins to improve 
their ſettlement, and plant the ground 
round about it, as well as what may be 
allotted them in other parts of the plan- 5 
| tation, in caſſada, yams, potatoes, &c. 
: | 6 for 
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&e. for ſale; and to enable them to ac- 
compliſh this work, they have the whole 
of each & day, frequently Saturday af- 
ternoon t, and their own daily receſs; 
every noon, Which they rarely employ 
in eating, ſupper being their chief and 
e favourite repaſt. 
a * they acquire, they generally purchaſe a 
* hog, which is ſoon increaſed to two Or 
„ more, with the addition of goats and 
* poultry, if chey are Wen and induſ- ; 
. trious; f 


2 2 £ F * 
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ance, the negroes are not now allowed the ange of 
<ultivating | it in their own gardens. 

+ I have obſerved, in the © Letters to a Voung Plan⸗ | 
ter, that where © half a day in every week (out of 
* crop) is Tet apart for this good work; as much labour is 
* perforined for the maſter; as where this cuſtom does not 
prevail, and without murmur or diſeontent on the part 

1 of the ſlaves.” It is therefore devoutly to be wiſhed, 


7 that the legiſlatures of all the iſlands would follow the - 


haudable example ſet them by that of Jamaica, in paſſing 
an att to * the univerſal youu of ny N 


e , . i i 
| KE , 


F ·— ̃ ͤôÄAgW A A RAS OA" Fo bn tz M67 — 


for A and in cotton ®, po herbs, fruit, 


With the firſt money 
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Hz Pond to deſcribe, 4 in the. ſame _ 
agreeable manner, the domeſtic pleaſures, 
15 diverſions, and comforts of thoſe negroes 
 whoare induſtrious and well diſpoſed. I be- 
lieve it will not be either unintereſting, or 
unacceptable—to, the reader of feeling, to 
borrow one quotation more from theſe 
« Curſory, Remarks: They, whoſe ſouls 
are tuned to the finer - and ſofter ſenſations - 
of humanity, will undoubtedly be highly | 
| pleaſed, to find, that thoſe beings, - they 
| had been taught to believe, were the moſt 
miſerable of all beings, enjoy as much of 
happineſs, perhaps, as commonly falls to 
the lot of human kind. A negro knows 
„ the hours of his work, and what is ex- 
- <« pected from him; and he is ſenſible, alſo, 
« that if he performs his duty with alacrity, 
he is in no danger of correction, or any 
* other | puniſhment. He is ſo far from 
45 dreading the expences of children, that 
« he has every inducement to viſh for a 
numerous family, and conſequently en- 
« joys the pleaſures of a huſband, and a h 
father, without alloy. The terrors of 
| - Toy ; " 66 ſickneſa 
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$47 -Geknels * pain are wüigated cd the re- 
« flection, that he is certain of having pro- 


per advice and aſſiſtance, as well as ne- 


«: ceſſary care and attendance. He has 
« none of the pinching rigour of inclement 


* ſeaſons to combat with, but paſſes his 

whole life in a climate congenial to his 
_  ® conſtitution, and where a conſtant' and 

6 


luxuriant vegetation enſures him a return 


a 


00 has he the leaſt reaſon to look forward, 
with anxiety, towards the approach of 


« age and infirmities ; being ſure, that when ; 


totally paſt the lighteſt labour, his regu- 


« lar allowance will be continued to him, 
in addition to the attentions: Paid him by 


0 his own delcendants,” 


— 
2 


0 ks 's eval" che comfortable ſitua- 
tion of the negroes in the Weſt-Indies, the 
ſame writer has drawn a very mortifying 
picture, indeed, of the hardſhips and neceſ- 
ſities of the poor labouring people in this 


e to the reproach of thoſe, among 


ʒʒ‚ e 


for ſuch cultivation as he chooſes to be- 
« ſtow on his own little plantations. Nor 
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the rich and affluent, who cdl: in ſen- 
fual, or in trifling gratifieations, inſtead of 
that greateſt luxury, that feaſt of the ſoul, 
relieving humble and unheeded diſtreſs, — 
H his repreſentation is juſt, and I fear it is 
but too much ſo, it ſerves. to confirm the 
opinion ventured to give in a former pub- 
cation “, that the negroes are much hap- 
pier tas the peaſantry 1 in moſt, Parts of the 


Lr the advocates for the emancipation | 
of the ſlaves, in the ſugar-colonies,. but. caſk 
their eyes, for a moment, on thoſe deplo- 
rable black Objects, at every corner, and 
in every lurkin g place, of this great city, 

- who, were it not for the outſtretched hand 
of heaven · born charity, would petiſh, mi- 
ſerably periſh, with hunger, or with cold. 
Theſe are freemen Next, let them croſs 
the Atlantic, and viſit thoſe abodes of ſla- 
. which gn have deſcribed to be the 


* Leng o a Young Planter. 


they 
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1 they haves ken a nearer view of their fable . 
55 ants, perhaps they will be ready to; 

| exelaing, with a poet who. was well ae 

- nenne ee 


-« Wich theſe compar d, ye ſock 5 Afrie for! 
« How far more happy is your lot? Bland bak, 
Of ardent eye, and limb robuſt, attenddss 


* Your cuſtom'd labour; and, ſhould ſickneſs ſeize, s ; 
With what ſolicitude are ye not nurs'd!— 


Je negroes, tlien, your pleaſing talk purſue; 
«6 And, * your toil, Kn your nene 1 
Weng it Fn ae to prove Nil more 
fully the very eaſy ſituation of the blacks in 
the ſugar colonies, I might carry the com- 
pariſon even there, and ſhew, that many of 
the free negroes in that part of the world 
are far leſs happy than the ſlaves; to whom, 
indeed, they very often become ſlaves, and 
either aſſiſt them in cultivating their little 
plantations, play on the violin, or other 
muſical inſtrument, at their dances, or ſerve 
them in ſome of the moſt 80 occupa- 
tions, in order to gain a bare fubſiſtence.— 
in general, the free negroes are very idly 


On: 
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diſpoſed; Fa not a few of thoſe, who have ' 
been taught, or brought up to, ſome me-! 


chanical art, in the proſecution and prac- 


tice of which they might acquire a decent 
livelihood, and, if very induſtrious, a ſtate 
of eaſe and affluence, prefer this mean and 
grovelling, or indolent and diſſipated m man- 1 
ner of ſpending thejr time, . 
Ir is not wirhout the nee at leaft, | 
of probable conjefture, or reaſonable hy- 
potheſis, that Mr. Hume, and ſome other 
eminent writers, imagined the! negro· race to 


dee an inferior ſpecies of mankind. But, al- 


lowing that they are born equal with white 
men, yet, a minute obſervation, or thorough : 
knowledge of their charater and diſpoſi- 
tion, ſeems to evince, that they are not at 
all fitted to fill the ſuperior Nations; or more 
| elevated ranks 1 in civil ſociety. 


6 Neczo ſlavery appears, then, | iche, as 
far as reaſon can judge, one of thoſe indiſ. 
penſable and neceſſary links, in the great 

chain of cauſes and events, which cannot, 


and 
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and Indeed as not to be broken; or, in 
other words, a part of the ſtupenduous, ad- 


mirable, and perfect whole, which, if taken | 
away, would leave a chaſm, not be filled 


up by all the wit or the Ws as erring 


and nene man. 5 1 


en What W bing already laid of the 


treatment of the negroes in the Weſt-India 
illands, the candid and unprejudiced reader 


cannot doubt that their ſervitude, or ſlavery, 


An 


compared, to that which exiſted among che 
Athenians, who, according to Monteſquieu, 


4 traitoient leur eſclaves avec une grande 


% ddouceur, and not of that horrid and de- 


teſtable nature, the Reverend Accuſer of the _ 
- planters has endeavoured to impoſe, on the 
minds of the moſt liberal and humane peo- 


ple of this country, as a general practiſe, 


by deſcribing ſome partial, exaggerated, and 


uncommon inſtances of cruelty, that he has 


been at extraordinary pains to diſcover. By 
ſuch fallacious accounts, fallacious, at leaſt, 


as 


as it is called, is of the very mildeſt kind, 
d may, with the utmoſt propriety, be 


1 
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us ee a reſpectable boy <6 men, 
and by ill ſounded and deluſive aſſertions, 
chat the lives and property of the ſlaves in 
'the ſugar oolonies are at the abſolute diſ- 
poſal of their maſters, and that a tyranny of 
this kind is frequently exerciſed, this writer 
has endeavoured to engage the national hu- 
manity in favour of the ſpecious doctrine, 
- which, from motives of the moſt wnugſtton- 
5 able Ke, he ** en ene One" to ad- 


on add at the N the lives ad y pro: 
perty of the flaves are protected by their 
dn laws; and in ſome of them, certain 
5 privileges are ſecured to them, ſuch as al- 
lowing certain holidays, &c. In Grenada, 
und one or two more iflands, where no co- 
| Jonial law preſcribes the puniſhinent to be 
inflited:on a white man for killing a ſlave, 
the law of England, in this inſtance; (as in 
every other for which no colonial law has 
'3 provided) remains in full force. In proof 
of chis, it is only neceſſary to mention, that 
in Grenada, a vhite man of the name of - 

P relton, 


1 0 £6: $LAVE KY: | 37 
Prefion, vas executed for killing a dare au- 
ring my reſidence in that iſland; The Re- 
verend Author himſelf has re ano- 
ther inſtance of the _ n "RE ws 


ebnen = & 


25s Dfiw eee 524 1; dalle 
Ix were to be wiſhed; vindeed, thi ike 
5 MS ue in che infancy of ſome of the 

ich, in the caſe 0. Killing” 2 
lach makes it only. fine and 1mpr | 
for a firſt offence; were repealed and that 
the law of England ſhonld; in all caſes of 
. murder, be in full force. It might very 
 afely be left to a jury to determine, as int 
the caſe of killing a white man, Whether 1 it 
was done with "malice prepenſe, or whether 
it was the effect of unguarded or ſudden 5 
paſſion; or, on the part of the ſlave; the 
pms e of mou ww amen 1355 


' 4 7 


Wiru refpeRt to the poperty of the 


ſlaves, ſuppoſing that it is not ſufficiently 
ſecured by law, and independent alſo of the 


| __ ng ties of juſlice and humanity, the maſ- | 
ann | intereſt (wich ſome, perhaps, 4 
„„ * 
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and ob vious contradictions, that oecur in 
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x: . tie than either) i is moſt-materiallt 
concerned, not only in protecting their right 


of property inviolate, but alſo in encoura- 


ging and aſſiſting them, in all their honeſt 
and induſtrious endeavours; to acquire ity 


for it is a fact, that thoſe negroes, Who are 


poſſeſſed of the greateſt property, are che 
moſt truſt-worthy, faithful, and valuable. 


ſervants to their maſters, The ſla ves 


the additional advantage and indueement 
in the acquiſition of property, of being pre- 


ferred to the principal one of thief ow 
ers, vip Ke. CE 


161 » + > . 


Las now. to the part of hs taſk 1 
have en gaged to perform, which is by far 
the. moſt unpleaſant to myſelf, and which, 
perhaps, will appear ſomewhat invidious to 
others, if conſidered as merely for the pur- 
poſe of ill natured criticiſm—that is, to 
point out a few of the fallacious aſſertions, 


almoſt every page of the Enquiry.” But 


if, in order to invalidate the teſtimony of any 
evidence, in any cauſe, it is often neceſſary 


7 8 . St t 
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to 2 che inconſiflency o 
dence, it is ſurely allowable in a ry of 
ſuch magnitude as the preſent; and, to carry 
on the compariſon, becomes, on the part 

of the counſel for the planters; an abſdlute 
and maine cons th that he cgi to 95 ; 
liens. | 1, 
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proce been 
final Wee the Reverend Author has, 
with affected © concern for his country,” to 
find fault with its government, or to pre- 
ſeribe rules for its adminiſtration, it may be 
proper to repeat, that his perſon, and his 
character as a man, or as a clergyman, are 
to me altogether unknown. But to his 


vVuritings 1 am no ſtranger—and if, in the 
very brief ſtrictures I have already made, or 


"ſhall have qccaſion to make upon them, 
chere ſhould be any ſeeming aſperity or in- 
. temperance of expreſſion, I truſt the candid 
reader will do me the juſtice to believe, it 
can only have relation to him as a writer. 


5 Were my knowledge of the ſubject he has 
l + PG" _ treated 
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m eb or had my opportunhies 1 
acquiring it been fewer, than the Reverend 
Authors, I ſhould, perhaps, have bowed, 
with ſilent deference, to the ſpecious and 
popular arguments of a writer of ſuch cele- 
brity.— But conſcious as I am, that however 
greatly my ſuperior in abilities he may be, 
in point of more intimate acquaintance, or 
greater experience, he can have no elaim to 
preference, I will venture to meet him on 
* = ground which he bas en and to oled 


2 The treatment of the faves in 1 e e and 
is meant—as tp their converſion, I will readily yield the 
palm to the Reverend Author, though he acknowledges, 
in his Eſſay, that he made but little progreſs ĩ in this pious 
Work. In the preface to his Enquiry „however, lie fays, 
In the laſt nine years, it is to be obſerved, hei made 
conſiderable fleps.” He has not thought Proper to ex- 
plain what is meant by this; but, if we may be allowed 
10 form a conjecture, that ſcems to be warranted by his 
account of the indocihty and perverſe diſpoſitions of his 
own flaves, he had at laſt brought zhem, by dint of 
. FLOGGING, to repeat ſome of thoſe prayers, or pious 
++ ſtanzas to be ſung at work! which he has lately pub- 
liſhed, in a Yorks entijled, | « A Naval for An 


1 Slaves!“ 0 1 


NEGRO „avi ha 


forth the avowed opponent! of che dorine = 


"00 has Pe —_— to FOG 8 

N n 5 n 
Ix the babes to e "| Emaqling* the 

probate by way of atonement, perhaps, for 


the abuſe he had ſo freely beſtowed, or as a 


plaſter for the wounds he had given the 


poor planters, in his Eſſay,“ is ee 


to inform us, that planters are like, are 


ſe, than the common run of men j 


many would not loſe by the compariſon 
with the better ſort of people in Britain.” 


But alas! before he has proceeded a dozen 
lines farther, he very pointedly inſinuates. 


that the planters are guilty of the moſt bar- 
barous treatment of their ſlaves, by © nig- 


„ gardly pinching, firipes, chains, and na- 


kedneſs. And, in many places after- 
Wards, they are accuſed of tyranny, op- 
preſſion, cruelty, &c. How much are the 
better ſort of pls in ae _—_ by 

the neee c 


TY i 4 
1 8 K *# 


3 


80 the lane: W his: hows 6p He hid 


+ orien even to demonſtration, that every 


| 8 ; | | | 4 degree | 
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4; « degree of liberty conſerrec on wenn (the ä 
I ſlaves). would: be ſo much gain to their 
4c preſent maſters. Now, as it does not 
appear that the Reverend Author, when he 
vas a planter, tried the experiment eee 
ing liberty to his on ſlaves, I am afriid the 
planter will not be convinced that he has 
proved this, even to demonſtration! | To- 
wards the concluſion of his preface, be ſays, 
„A Heathen ſlave is leſs valuable than a 
Chriſtian ſlave,” If the word-Chriſtian'is 
here meant by the Reverend Author in its 
true ſenſe, I perſectiy agree with him; but 
if. the ſlave is only to be made acquainted 
with the form, without the ſubſtance if he 
is only to be decked out with the external 
_ trappings of religion. —if he is only to be 
taught the uncheering principles of gloomy 
ſuperſtition, —or, if he is only to be inſpired 
with the intemperate frenzy of enthuſiaſtic 
fanaticiſm it were better that he remained 
in that © dark eſtate,” in which the merciful 
Father of all,” the God of. „ the Saint, 
the Savage, and the Sage, has not per- 
mitted him to remain, without a ray of light 
i | to 


59 
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po 


to enable him, © to fee the Good from I? 
Andeed, if I might be allowed to give an 
 ppinjon in a matter, in which I confeſs that 
I am not well quahfied to decide, I would 
recommend it to the maſter, or manager, to 
7 av the rwe no other form of prayer, 

that moſt excellent and moſt cornpre· 

As one, the Lord's Prayer; which\they 
may repeat with as much devotion as poſ- 
ſible, every Sunday, or other holiday, at 
grals-throwing'; to be followed by a fflort 
Pſalm, or Hymn, to to be ſung by thoſe who! 
have the beſt voices inſtead of teaſing 
them with ſuch rhapſodies as the author of 
the Manual for African Slaves, has been 
at wonderful pains to draw up, for them to 
repeat every day, going to, or coming 
« from work! But what I have here ſaid 
upon the ſubject of the converſion of the 
ſlaves, (and it is all that I ſhall ſay upon it), 
is not by any means intended as a cenſure, 
on thoſe pious teachers who are engaged in 
this work, or on the well-meaning planters 
who have employed them. On the contra- 


roy I am of opinion, that if the teachers 


1 8 8 
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were always. ſenſible, humane, and Wn”; 
men, their example, more efficacious than 
precept, would be attended by the Wb 
ws mol defireable conſequences n l I 
5 * 
Hon to go e the « Rama " Ade 
ferioully .confeſſing,|* that the ſugar-trade;- 
4. oth which that for ſlaves is connetted: at 
* preſent, is of the utmoſt importance to 2 
the ſtate; the author obſerves of chis 
trade, that, . in any probable future ſtate 
* of our ſugar colonies, it cannot be rec- 
- 4 koned higher, 1 in every poſlible view, ham. « 
« the ſuy plying of the wants, and reaping 
of the labour of half a million of people.“ 
But in the very next page, as if he had re- 
pented of allowing even this little ſhare of 
conſequence to the ſu gar colonies, he ſays,” 
« Suppoſe then (and let it be attended. to 
10 that I ih neh it ), the ſugar colo- 
| 3 VER nies 


[ 


The extreme caution of the Reverend Author is is won 
derful! He is afraid that the reader ſhould ſuppoſe that 
this extraordinary ſuppoſition of his was not merely a /up- 
[+ ant] 1 he had told us . « that ſeveral | 


66 of 
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«1 nies . or incorporated willingly FE 
with America, we might carry on a much 

more uſeful and extenſive trade than hi- 
| « therto has been done, in every American 
« and Weſt-Indian article, with free people 
in Africa, without making them any bur- 
« denſome loans, or being 9 17 uneaſy : 
« alan ae n e of 


1 arguratits: A hes: 8 „ Foul, q | 
transferring our ſugar. trade to Africa, are 
of ſuch eccentric and ridiculous com- 
| plexion,, that really they do not merit a ſe- 

rious diſcuſſion, I ſhall therefore proceed ; 

to point out a few more of the numerous 
contradictions that have eſcaped the pen of 
this accurate writer. After he has eſtabliſn- 
ed a ſugar-trade with Africa, he conſoles 
the e poem vith this agreeable 1 


& of the "$0 LI 8 in the 8 of che 
late diſputes, ſtrong ſigns of an unaccountable bias to 
the ideal empire of America. But nothing can be far- 
ther from the truth. than this illiberal aſſertion. There 
was not one of the ſuga r-colomes, that did not reprobate, 
at the ſame time that they lamented, the infatuation of 
| e upon her declaration of Ln mats 


or ͥ 
e 


a” 
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information, that their Rum « "ahi . 
moſt profitably exchanged, by fitting it 
for the African market, and giving it in 
4 retutn for African commodities.” So then 
the Africans are not to be ſuffered to make 
rum, as well as ſugar, from their canes ! — 
| This wiſe politician ſhould have recom- 

mended a clauſe of this kind to be put into 
the ſtatute he propoſes for limiting the ſlave 
trade, to a period « of three or ſix n 8 


Hap * confined o our cultivation of the 
fertile plains of Africa to the Vine, I ſhould 
willingly have joined iſſue with the author, 
who ſays, it is no“ vain idea to expect in 
«« time to be ſupplied from Africa with va- 
4. 720us valuable wines in exchange for our 
« ſtaple commodities, inſtead of paying for 
them in money to our more northern rivals.“ 
With him, too, I ſhould have been ready to 
exclaim, in the contemplation of this deli- 
cious proſpet—* How muſt even this dif- 
« tant thought of the ſubject warm the 
« Heart!” I imagine the Reverend Writer 
is a friend to the wine trade, and as the 
ſettlement of Africa ſeems rather at too dif- 

| | x tant 
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tant a period, 1 congratulate him on the 
nearer proſpect of a treaty of commerce 
with France. The exhilirating thought of 
this muſt ſurely warm his heart ſtill more; 
as, being no friend to the ſugar Coos, he 
muſt be an Barware to 8 0 


I nuMBLyY beg. a. OV pardon for. 0 
indulging myſelf 1 in a little pleaſantry, on a 
ſubject, to which the Reverend Writer has 
endeavoured to give an air of very ſerious 
Importance, by dreſſing it up in the bor- 
 rowed garb: of zeal for religion, and uni- 
verſal philanthropy. But really his ſcheme 

a of returning the Weſt· Indian ſlaves to their 
original country, to cultivate the ſugar-cane 
the vine, the wonderful eaſe with which 

. carries on the civilization of the rude 
and barbarous nations of Africa, and his 
affected fears of our ſugar-colonies falling 
under the dominion of America, have alto- 
gether ſo viſionary and ludicrous an appear- 
ance, that it is almoſt impoſſible to with- hold 
the ſmile of rer e, ar dae of altoniſh- 
„„ it's 165 Fg Þ 
Nh 6 #7 | 8 5 


at - © ArOLOGY FOR 
Bor his unjuſt and ungenerous aſſertion, 
that the inhabitants of ſeveral of the Weſt- 
India iſlands have a ſtrong lurking bias 
« for the new empire of America,” merits 
the honeſt indignation of every well-wiſher 

ol his country, as well as of every friend to 
the planters. The proof he brings of this, 
* the conduct of Barbadoes and Jamaica, 
* in the beginning of the late conteſt— 
the reſtleſs emigrations from the ſugar 
4 colonies thither — and the illiberal inſi- 
nuation which he has thrown out in the re- 
mark, that individuals, who have occa- 
4 ſion to wiſh for an eaſy method of paying 
« debts, ſhould delight in change, even when 
"It promiſes little, needs not to be won- 
*« (ered at bile it inſpires them with the 
moſt ſovereign contempt for the author, af- 
fords the juſteſt grounds to ſuſpe&t the pu- 
rity of his intentions, in the motives that 
have influenced him to calumniate a large 
body of his fellow-ſubjetts, and might al- 
moſt juſtify them for any attacks they have 
already made, or may hereafter make, on 
his Pe Es But of ms I. have 
declared 


. 
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| declared myſelf entirely i ignorant, and even 


were it otherwiſe, I ſhould not proſtitute the 


pen that has been taken up in vindication 
of injured merit, to the ignoble purpoſes of 


2 reſentment, or ſevere recrimina- 


Ler us examine one or two more off the 1 
curious obſervations in the Enquiry. — — 
| Its author declares, after having plainly 


* ſhewn,” the little importance of the Afri- 


can Trade to Britain, and that it © is 


WG: more confined n its ulility, than is gene- 


WA 


« rally imagined, that our ſupplying of the 


F rench colomes wh ſlaves, * the im- 


« provement ariſing thence, e e to 
enable them to make that formidable ap- 


Wc pearance with their navy in the beginning 4 
of the late war, which in the general opi- 
nion threatened to bring our ex eſtence, as 

* a naval power, to an end.” What a won 


derful effect is here imputed to a proportion 
| only of our African trade ! that trade, which 


is confined to a few forts, and to a few ty- 


rants ana their W ag the Reverend 
1 e 4 


Author 


F : . 4 . 
hy 1 
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Author ie us, has aggrandized our ri- 
vals! that trade, that is in atfelf deftruftive 
to our ſeamen, according to him, has man- 
ned the fleets, and increaſed the naval im- 

portance of the French! To all this I ſhall 
© only ſay, tis tirange—'tis paſſing firange ! 


Bur, what is ſtill more wonderful, the 
fame writer, who has been at great pains to 
prove, that we might carry on a much more 
uſeful trade with Africa than hitherto has 
been done with our Weſt-India colonies, has 
given us the following: remarkable paſſage, 
towards the concluſion of the Enquiry,” 
which may be called, the Reverend James 
| Ramfay's Confeſſion and Renunciation, and 
with which I ſhall conclude my remarks up- 
on this very inconſiſtent and extraordinary 
performance. We mean nothing hoſtile 
to our colonies by the plan. Such is in- 
« deed the nature of their connection with 
« Britain, that nothing. but unavoidable ne · 
« ceſſity ſhould difſolve it. They were ſet- 
tled by Engliſhmen, with Engliſh money. 
on the faith of a monopoly of the Britiſh- 

oy * market. 
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« market. Without this monopoly thy could 
4 not continue to be cultivated. On the other 

5 hand, hitherto, the whole of their pro- 
fits has been wealth added to the Britiſh tem 
_« ſtock, The bond therefore is reciprocal, _ 
& and ought not to be weakened on one 

« ſide, till it has been cancelled on the 

other. The colonies. cannot find an equ- 

« valent for the Britiſh market; Britain 
will not ſoon find a nurſery for her navy 

equal to the Weſt-India trade, ſhould She 
DE” by any revolution loſe it. He who ts a 

Friend tothe one muſt conſult the intereſt W- 

« the other; for, their proſperity confiſts m 

« their union. Nor can Britain take any 

« ſtep in contradiction to it, without for- 

( feiting her honour, nor the coloniſts with- 
© riſking their poſſeſſions... They muſt 

« exchange conceſſions ; the coloniſts ſuffer- 

ing inconveniences, rather than injure 

the commerce and navigation of Britain; 

« Britain ſacrificing advantages that her 
= ſuperiority. in money and manufacture " 
may give her, 20 preſerve her colonies i 

4 condition to Supply her market with ſugar.” 
| WH AT 
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: Wuar 1 in ah of the "TY Þ 
colonies could have pleaded better? How 
different is this language, from moſt of what 
has gone before? It were ungenerous in 
me to continue the combat any longer, af- 
ter conceſſions on the part of my antagoniſt, 
that are greater than my moſt ſanguine 
wiſhes could have hoped for. Let us leave 
off a conteſt then, which, perhaps, origina - 
ted from the ſame cauſe on both ſides— 
a laudable philanthropy. Let us exchange 
7 conceſſions. On my part, I will allow that 
there are ſome cruel maſters among the 
planters, if, on the other hand, he il agree 
with me, that they are exceptions to the 
general run. If he contends, that a new 
law ſhould be enacted i in all the Weſt-In- 
dia iſlands, ſimilar to her Code Noir 4 Louis 5 
 Quatorze, . 


\ 1 7 
8 


0 To guard the Ethiop from tyrannic - fray! pet. TO 


I will moſt willingly agree with the Reve- 
rend Author. If he would recommend it to 
the conſideration of the legiſlature of this 
Oy: to pals an aft for the better regu- 
0 : lation | 


* 


We eit . Fe 


: the ſlave- trade, he ſhall be in 

„ concurrence. Though an Old Plan- © 

ter, wy hour tells ne 1 of gy; _— 

which 1 bog keaye' to tranſlate as follows, in 5 
der the better to apply it it to the oh ni 


Alike my bean! is ope to mis * 's 9 T7 
| 1 or e bas made us all. 


Tux accounts whack: Dann and PRI * 
other writers, have given of the flave- trade, 
are evidently calculated to miſlead the minds 
of humane people. They are taken from 
{ome uncommon inſtances of more than ſa- 
vage barbarity, Which, to the diſgrace o 
human nature, have ſome time or other 
exiſted. But it is very unfair to endeavour - 
to impoſe upon the public, ſuch deſcriptions 
of the abuſe of the O's as a en of 915 
trade ire 0 


Bu T, as it _ hs confelled 8 duch 
abuſes have been, and chat there is a poſſi - 
—_— We uch being ſtill PO tis G 5 ! 
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% 
well andy the acemipn of «wi nd r. 


revent, if poſ ble, a repetition ef ſuch ad 
of cruelty, as even the bare recital of, can-. 
not ſail to give pain to every heart, that is- 
not hardened like the wretch's nn could 
perpetrate them. 


Ir would be the higheſt preſumption in 
me, to attempt to point out to government, 
the method or the means by which this 
might be effected; but it will not, pings, 
be improper: to ſuggeſt a few, hints; wi 
probably may be of uſe. in the framing: of a 
new aft, for the better regulation of t 

llave· trade, ſhould fuch. an _ ay deemed 
dn. 


| Dur heating: of FRA or bru | 
a negro or negroes, not ſlaves, Ca 6 


OWN country, ſhould be made felony. . : ; 


Tur enden murder of a fave, hy. © 


eee = aud the 


all give the benin Ua 


tain burdens, or dimenſions,” might * limi- 


ſlaves, as it mi; ight be thought they could do 
: WHT Eye , N 


N be obliged to provide regular e h 
medicines, and a ſufficient quantity of 
rhdleſome proviſions, water, wood, &c. in 
default of which, they ſhould be made liable 
to very heavy fines, part of which to go to 


df the offenders. Or, wg ſhips ; of cer- 


- ” 
7 ' 
7 ek oy * 


rene my ” * 


ted to carry only ſuch a certain number of 


T Banners or rifitts of he ſhips th Would 


the perſons who ſhould give the informa- 
tion, and the remainder to be N to 55 


ſome charitable purpoſe. 


* 
I % i 


Ir an act of the legiſlature were all d, to 


bl provide for theſe things, and whatever elfe 


were neceſſary to be provided for, there 


— 


5 H 2 55 could 
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3 not then be che ſmalleſt grounds; or 
even the ſhadow. of pretence, for. — 
to this traffic, the epithets of odious, 1gno- 
minious, horrid, &c. by very worthy and 
benevolent characters, that have been miſled 
by thoſe partial accounts of the wa ers 
ab ove· mentioned. | 1 


To eaſe. the ods. of bak 4 . 
and to deter the few planters who are ſo far 
enemies to their own intereſt, as well as to 
humanity, as to treat their ſlaves with un- 
common rigourand ſeverity; for thoſe plant- 
ers who treat their negroes mildly, (and. 

thank God, they are by far the. greateſt 
number) have a law within their own breaſts 
which has a power to bind them ſuperior to 
all human laws. it might be recommended 
to the legiſlatures of the different iſlands. to 
paſs a new aft in every one of them, to re- 
duce all the laws, which have been made in 
favour of the ſlaves, into one act; in which, 
among others, the following ſalutary provi- 


viſions and regylations mah be nn 
hended. 


A sor. 


th, 
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A SUFFICIENT: Amt of land on every 
: ef tate ſhould: be planted in proviſions, in 
proportion to the number of its ſlaves. Or 
it ſhould! be proved to the ſatisfaction of 
commiſſioners, to be appointed annually, 
to examine into the ſtate of proviſion- 
grounds, &e. that the negroes are ſerved 1 5 
with a ſufficient quantity of ſound: and 
5 — tor , 1 ee for 95 5 0 


a * 


Tur e not tö ork on . or 4 
on Chriſtmas, Good Friday, or other holi- 
days; and all extra labour, or night-work 
out of erop, (a cuſtom generally practiſed 
by the French, from whom ſome of our plan- 
ters _— bomowed * oe be en 


ne e of laſhes to 10 given to Fa 
faves to be limited, ; unleſs a + nets ve 


rf. 


Tux e to bers one ſuit of clothai at 
2 leaſt once a year, beſides a warm Jacket for 
rainy weather, | 15 


7 5 Taz 
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THE 6ld or infirm ſlaves to be properly 
taken care of, and provided for by their 
owners, under heavy fines, to be applied 
J towards the maintenance of f. ald _ 


W of theſe rrighlatiahty . W 
been paſſed into laws in the different iſlands, | 
but by being all reduced into one act might 
be better carried into execution, and then 
no planter could plead ignorance, (which 
in law indeed is no plea at all); and, it is 
to be hoped, would prevent even the rare 
inſtances of hardſhips impoſed on the ſlaves 
by ſome maſters. I wiſh to call the reſts 


to impreſs It upon his ming, hy the um 
ers in general are not tyrants; and that, on 
the contrary, they are remarkable for urba- 

nity of manners, liberality of ſentiment, and 
_ generoſity of diſpoſition, meompatible with 
thoſe avaricious and deſpicable motives, 
which their accuſers have falſely aſſerted, 


influence their conduct in the treatment of 
their ſlaves. 


Ir 


eO SLAVE **. 


I is generally iind 1 . 
this country, that the cauſe of tliere being” 


ſo many runaway ſlaves, as fometimes to 


gorous treatment; but the faſt is, that theſe 
runaways are the very worſt negroes, and 


the greateſt thieves, who generally fly tothe 


woods, to eſeape that puniſhment which 


they know they have deſerved by ſome at- 


trocious crime; fuch as breaking into the 


houſes of their fellow-ſlaves while they are 


at work, and- ſtealing their property or, 


as they can ſcarcely. be made to work in 
their own gardens, they frequently plunder. | 


thoſe of their vell-diſpoſed and induſtriou 
fellow- ſervants. Indeed it might with equal 


propriety be ſaid, that the great number of 
highwaymen and houſe-breakers in this 
country, is owing to the induſtrious part of 
the community not ſharing the profits of 
_ We labour with theſe idle fel.” 


I's, 


create much trouble and very ſevioubalurite F 
to the planters, is owing to a cruel or ri 
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I SHALL juſt take notice * one  obferva- 
tion more, which has been made either by 
thoſe who are nat acquainted with the na- 

ture of the climate in the Weſt-Indies, or 
by thoſe who court popularity, by an affec-, 
ted zeal for liberty, which, in this country, 
indeed, cannot be rated at too high a price; 
but which, as I have Seeds obſerved, up- 
on the authority of a very eminent writer, 
will only flouriſh in certain eee 4 * 
author, who the advocates for the enfra 
chiſement of the ſlaves in the colonies aaa 
quoted with exulting triumph, to prove, 5 
that there is no climate, perhaps, on earth, 
wuhere freemen may not be engaged to perform q 
the labour. They have not omitted to give 
us theſe words: Il n'y a peut-etre pas de: 
„ climat ſur la terre ou l'on ne peut enga- 
« ger au travail des hommes libres; but 
theſe very fair and candid gentlemen have 
not thought it for their purpoſe, to quote 
another ſentence in the ſame paragraph, 
where the author candidly confeſſes, that he 
knows not whether this was dictated by his 
| judgment, or his heart. © Je ne ſais fi cgi 


Ae nds tt foro foi I 


« Teſprit ou le coeur gui me difle cet article 
, It certainly was bis heart— 
wiſh. of every benevolent heart, that the 


e- ee, hiker 9 
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bleſſings of liberty may be diffuſed to all 
mankind. But. ſlavery ſhould perhaps be 


conſidered as one of thoſe partial evils, 


which the wiſe Creator of all things has per. 


| mitted to exiſt for univerſal good. —And 


ſpite of the ſpeculative arguments, ſpite of 


© 


„ 5 to Que truth is r- Mei is, is right. 


the amiable prejudices, or the i mw 
* weak Reformers, 


40 And, foite af Pride, i in ering . 8 ſpite, = 


Urox the whole: KF I have not been able 


to convince the humane reader, that Negro 
Slavery is not only conſiſtent with the prin- 


ciples of ſound policy, but alſo with thoſe 
of juſtice, and of humanity, I hope the facts 
which have been communicated in the fore- 


1 going pages, as they are founded in truth, 
and inexperience, will be ſufficient to prove, 
that the ſituation of the ſlaves in the ſugar- 
colonies i is by no means ſo a as it 


PERLA eo des? 1 hag 
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has been repreſented by ſome uninformed fl 


or prejudiced writers. Compared with the 
ſituation of oy poor labouring people in - 
this country *, who are forced to be the 
Js of 2 the CIR of the meaneſt 


* Colkpired with the miners, and other ſubterraneous 
labourers, the condition of the negroes is infinitely better, 
This is finely deſcribed in the following lines ;— 


9 Nor, negro, at thy deſtiny : repine, 
« Tho' doom'd to toil from dawn to ſetting ſun. 
« How far more pleaſant is thy rural taſk, 
Than theirs who ſweat, ſequeſter'd from the day, 
© In dark Tartarean caves, ſunk far beneath 
The earth's dark ſurface ; where ſulphureous flames, 
Oft from their vap'ry priſons burſting wild, — 0 
« To dire exploſion give the cavern'd deep, 
« And in dread ruin all its inmates whelm ?— _ 
Nor fateful only is the burſting flame; | 
The exhalations of the deep-dug mine, 
_ 4 Tho! ſlow, ſhake from their wings as ſure a death. 
With what intenſe ſeverity of pain 
_ « Hath the afflicted muſe, in Scotia, ſeen _ 
« The miners rack'd, who toil for fatal lead? 
« What cramps, what palſies ſhake their feeble limbs, 
Who, on the margin of the rocky Drave, 
Trace lilyer' 8 fluent ore? Cet white men theſe!” 


SUGAR CANE. 


African 


African, ho. Is dus to a 1905 = 


may be called not only comfortable, but 


happy. How far more happy 1 is his lot, 
than that of the poor peaſant, or the indi- 


gent mechanic, who, bendin g. perhaps, — 8 


neath the weight of years, or of infirmities, 
is yet obliged to toil for a ſcanty pittance, 


to enable him to ſupport this weary load of 
_ life! Perhaps the wife of this poor man 


the faithful partner of his labour and his 
cares! his helpleſs children too! are confi- 


ned by the iron hand of fell diſeaſe to their 


hard and only bed, and ſuffering at once 
the accumulated wretchedneſs of ſickneſs, 
hunger, and cold!—Or, ſhall we compare 
the ſtate of the negro-{lave with that of the 
unfortunate debtor, who has been deprived 
by ſome mercileſs Shylock of his moſt preci- 
- ous birth-right, the loſs of which, to him, is 


worſe than death, becauſe he has already 


taſted of its ſweets, and enjoyed thoſe bleſ- 


ſings which the African never knew, and 


therefore cannot lament—ſhut out from ſo- 
ciety, and almoſt from the 955 of Heaven 


12 itſelf, 


> 
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itſelf, he drags along a miſerable exiſtence, 
and pines amidſt the horrors of a loathſome ; 
Jail. 

PHILANTHROPY has no need, then, to 
viſit diſtant ſhores, or to explore the ſultry 
regions of the torrid zone, in ſearch of ob- 
jects for the exerciſe of her benevolence.— 
Here, even in this land of freedom there 
are enough—here, let her drop the tear of 
generous pity and commiſeration; breathe 
forth the heart; felt ſigh of tender ſenſibility; 
and, if bleſſed with affluence, exert her 
nobleſt power the power of doing good! 
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x 8 INCE che publication of this en 
another champion in the cauſe of freedom, 
(with which title the writers on the other 

ſide have dignified one another) has taken 
the field; and with greater acrimony of ex- 

| preſſion, and more virulent invective, than 
any of his predeceſſors, has preli umed to 
cenſure the whole body of the Weſt-India 

Planters—I mean the Author of An Eſſay on 

the Slavery and Commerce of the human Spe- 

cies. This Writer has made uſe of the very 

Inſtrument which he unjuſtly accuſes the 

Author of the Curſory Remarks of employ- 

ing, namely, detraction; and has the illibe- 

rality to inſinuate, that not only this Wri- 
ter, but all who have given a favourable 
account of the treatment of the ſlaves in the 
ſugar-colonies, are either perſons, who, be- 
ing intereſted, © do not confine themſelves 
to the truth; or, as the mild Chriſtian 
_ Author of the Eſſay ſuppoſes, anonymous d 
5 * hirelings | in the cauſe of ſlavery.” He has 


 alfefted : 
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affected to def piſe the Apology for Neves 
Slavery, as a compoſition. This I can freely 
forgive, for I am not very ſolicitous of lite- 
rary fame, and have written for the Spa | 
But I aut not to allow the liberty he ks f 
taken, of drawing unfair deduttions from any 
part of my little work, to paſs unnoticed.— 
This he has done, in ſaying that the falu- 


. . tary regulations I have pointed out as ne- 


ceſſary in the ſlave- trade, or in the treat- 
ment of ſlaves, are . ſo many proofs of the 5 
« aſſertions contained in is own wor 8 
If he had read that part of the Ager 
with candour, or with the leaſt degree of 
attention, he muſt have plainly ſeen the mo- 
tive that induced me to propoſe ſuch regu- 
lations, which I have, in page 54» declared 
to be for the purpoſe of preventing a repe- 
tition of thoſe ſhocking acts of inhumanity, 
that have ſometimes been practiſed by per- 
ſons employed in the ſlave- trade, and gi- 
ven but too juſt cauſe to ſtile it an unbene- 
volent buſineſs. I likewiſe recommended it 
to the Legiſlatures of the different iſlands, to 
Pals 2 a new act, in which all the laws that 
| have 
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| have been made i in favour of the ſlaves W 
be compriſed, and more ſalutary proviſions 
and regulations might be added, for the pur- 
poſe of preventing thoſe rare inſtances of 
hardſhips impoſed on them by ſome maſters. 
But ſurely theſe are not proofs of the general 
charge of inhumanity, which this miſtaken - 
zealot has made againſt the Planters, and. 
Ox perſon connected in the trade. 
Tux Writer has been as liberal of pane- 
gyric on thoſe whom he ſtiles the Afertors 


of the natural Rights of Mankind, as he has 
been profuſe of © hk on theſe who hap- 0 


pen to differ in opinion from him on this 
ſubject. But moſt of che pious, humane, 


worthy perſons he celebrates, have, like him: 
ſelf, never been eye-witneſſes of the treat- 


ment of the ſlaves in the Welt-Indies, or 
perhaps, (like the Navy Captain, who has 
lately publiſhed a Letter on the ſubject), if # IE 
they have been in that part of the world, 
have only dined with ſome of their old 5 
friends, who happened to be managers of 
plantations, and had ſeen negroes puniſhed, 
| they knew not for what crime ; ; and there- - 
fore, 


. ten for, if the reader will look 1 into Dr 


* ſcheme of fupplying | Yo d 


ing © handed 
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bs Got, very charitably concluded, far no crime 
Wo ONES 7 P: 


. Our learned Author 1s a 88 


py, in citing Bartholomew de las Caſas,” bi- 


hop of Chaapa, in a work written expreſsly 
in favour of an abolition of the African 


Robertſon's Hiſtory. of - A vl Fl a, he 1 
find, that although the Biſhop of Chiapa wa 
a zealous advocate in favour of the pj 
ſed Indians at the court of _— — it was 
Prelate Who firſt re ommended 


negrooss fo by ys NEU 6c 
I SHALL make uo nen Miares u, upon ; 
this Adthor's very profound N or 
upon the ſhocking accounts he has 1 ſt pa- 
| thetically recited, which bear evider 
ol exaggerated, if not fictit 


10U8 deſcription, 
And, without the leaſt apprehenſion: of be- 
down with deteſtatzon,” as this 
angry Cantab has threatened « the name of 
86 Toni,” I now venture to lubſcribe mine. 


3 VEEO 
GORDON TURNBULL. 
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